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V Australia, the international
arm of Virgin Blue, is under-
stood to be about to announce
a new 16-hour, non-stop Perth
to London service in 2011 that
will be the world’s second
longest air route and will shave
up to five hours off today’s
journey.

Chief executive Brett God-
frey is in final negotiations
with Boeing for up to 70 air-
craft that will include six with
the world’s longest range, the
300-seat Boeing 777-200LR,
which can fly to virtually
anywhere in the world non-
stop. 

The airline will also open a
route linking Sydney and New
York non-stop.

In February, when the air-
line’s first 361-seat Boeing

777-300ER was delivered for
the Sydney to Los Angeles
route, Mr Godfrey and Sir
Richard Branson, the airline’s
main shareholder, discussed
making Perth a hub for routes
to Britain and South Africa.

Sir Richard first raised his
vision of London to Perth non-
stop flights with The West Aus-
tralian in late 2003 but aircraft
availability and capability were
obstacles.

Boeing’s 777-200LR, which
entered service in 2005, set the
non-stop record for a commer-
cial jet aircraft when it flew
21,600km east from Hong
Kong to London over the US in
November, 2005, in 22 hours
and 42 minutes.

Virgin Atlantic had planned
London to Perth non-stop
flights with 270-seat 787-9s
from 2014 but that plane is
more than two years late.

Depressed aircraft prices are
giving Virgin Blue a chance to
fast track expansion plans.

A Virgin Blue spokesman
would only confirm that it had
executives in the US looking to
replace many of its 737s from
2011 and that now was a good
time to shop for aircraft. 

“We’re often talking with
Boeing and any aircraft manu-
facturer would certainly take
that opportunity to make fur-
ther presentations and typical-
ly that includes hypothetical
modelling of aircraft options,”
the spokesman said.

“We always keep an open
mind as to opportunities and
changing market conditions.
Network planning and fleet
strategy is part of that.”

Virgin is also expected to
launch a Sydney-Perth-
Johannesburg route late next
year.

16-hour flights to London loom
Hong Kong

Singapore

Perth

London

DubaiRoute Total distance Time

London Gatwick – Perth 14,479km 16hrs
London Heathrow – Singapore (10,888km) – Perth (3895km)   14,783km 18.30hrs
London Heathrow – Dubai (5505km) – Perth (9027km)   14,532km 18hrs 
London Heathrow – Hong Kong (9647km)– Perth (6007km)     15,654km 20hrs 

FLYING TIMES

All distances from Great Circle Mapper. Times will vary with season

Boeing’s 777-200LR touches down 
at Heathrow in November 2005 

after setting a non-stop flight record of 
21,601km in 22 hours, 42 minutes.
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Big businesses would be able to advertise directly to
parents via school websites under a plan being consi-
dered by WA’s primary school principals’ group.

The scheme, which could spell the end of laming-
ton drives, provides schools with their own website at
no cost in return for advertising. 

Denis Masseni, director of Victorian website devel-
opment company Sponsor-ed, said schools could
make between $10,000 and $30,000 a year.

The amount of sponsorship each school could earn
depended on the number of advertisers on the site and
how much internet traffic a school could generate.

Mr Masseni said schools would retain control over
which businesses advertised on their site. Junk food
adverts would not be permitted.

WA Primary Principals Association president Ste-
phen Breen said schools would be attracted to the
concept because it would allow them to keep websites
up to date as well as provide another source of income.

Firm pitches net
deal to schools 
BETHANY HIATT

Thousands of patients needing
sight-saving eye surgery face a fresh
blow with the State Government
poised to slash the fees it pays doc-
tors for cataract removals at some
public hospitals.

Doctors warn they will boycott
the public system if the cut goes
ahead, which mirrors Federal
Health Minister Nicola Roxon’s
decision to almost halve the $830
Medicare fee it pays for cataract
surgery performed in private hos-
pitals and clinics.

The Rudd Government’s cut
means many patients will be about
$300 out of pocket because doctors
have refused to lower their fees, or
else be forced to join lengthy public
hospital queues for free surgery.

But the public system will be fur-
ther squeezed because doctors fear
the $980 fee the State Government
pays for cataract surgery in smaller
suburban and country hospitals
will also be halved from December

1 because it is linked to the Medi-
care rate. 

Doctors say it will become unvia-
ble for them to work in hospitals
where they are paid on a fee-for-
service basis. These include Arma-
dale, Bentley, Osborne Park and
Swan District hospitals.

The Royal Australian and New
Zealand College of Ophthalmolo-
gists said a survey of members
found all would withdraw their ser-
vices if the fee was cut. 

Eye specialist David de la Hunty,
who performs about 60 per cent of
his cataract surgeries in the public
system at Rockingham Hospital
and Peel Health Campus, said the
Government fee hardly covered the
cost of running his practice but he
felt it was important to work in the
public sector to keep cataract sur-
gery accessible to all.

New fee blow for eye patients
ANDREW TILLETT
CANBERRA

Fee fears: David de la Hunty
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Hurry - Only While Stocks Last!  

Cannington Select Solutions-Tiles-Bathrooms-Kitchens -1262-Albany Highway 9451 2866
Canning Vale Parkwood Plumbing Centre-168 Bannister Rd 9455 6433

Malaga Regal Plumbtec-349 Victoria Rd 9249 3322
Midland Bathroom Boutique-323 Gt Eastern Highway 9250 5099
Osborne Park The Plumbing Gallery-201 Main St  9344 7900

Vanity Unit Full 
china tops. 

750mm. 1 tap hole 
only, RH draws only, 
tap-ware, plug and 

waste extra. 

Toilet full vitreous 
china & soft close 
seat. Wels 4 star 3/4.5 

ltr fl ush, 150mm set 
out, S-trap only.

Now Only 
$349

Also 900mm $395

Now Only
$249

Mirada
Square Wall 

Mixer
Now Only 
$179

saleBathroom

These quality products available only at the following bathroom specialists:
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standard sizes 
available900,1000 
& 1200or made to 

order!

Stainless Steel 
Shower Floor Channel

Mirada
Curved Sink 

Mixer
Now Only 
$129

All tap ware- Wels 4 star rating (7ltr/min)

Also
instore:
Shuttle on 
Retro Fit 
Rail $239 
& Summer
on rail $99. 
Showers. 
Wels 3 star 
rating [7.5 
LPM]

Mirada Square Basin Mixer 
Now Only $179

Gilly
Shower, 
on Bliss 

Rail
Now Only
$219
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